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Competition Details:
Shar Music is proud to announce its fourth annual SHAR String Quartet Competition! All high school students in the state of Michigan and now also students from Toledo, OH are eligible to compete! The Preliminary Competition will be held on April 14, 2013 in the SHAR Showroom in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  The Competition Finals will be held the following week, on April 21, 2013 in Ann Arbor (exact location TBD). 
Each high school or youth symphony music director is invited to nominate quartets from his or her program. More than one quartet from each school or symphony is welcome to apply.
Shar will offer one free coaching to each quartet that enters the competition beginning 3 weeks prior to the first round on April 14, 2013. 

Divisions:
Competitors will be placed into two different divisions based on the following:
Division One: Class A schools and Youth Symphonies
AND
Division Two: Class B schools

Repertoire:
Competitors may choose to play one of the following pieces: 
· Joseph Haydn: String Quartet Op. 64, No. 5 The Lark, mvt. 1 
· Joseph Haydn: String Quartet Op. 74, No. 3 Rider, mvt. 4 
· Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: String Quartet No. 19, K. 465 Dissonance, mvt. 1 or 2 
· Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartet Op. 18, No. 1 Lobkowitz, mvt. 1 
· Franz Schubert: String Quartet Op. 29 No. 13, mvt. 1
· Alexander Borodin: String Quartet No. 2, mvt. 1
· Alexander Glazunov: Five Novellettes, Op. 15, pick two  
· Felix Mendelssohn: String Quartet Op. 44, No. 2, mvt. 1 
· Dmitri Shostakovich: String Quartet No. 7, mvt. 1 
· Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky: String Quartet No. 1, mvt. 1 or 4 


Prizes:
The 1st place group of each division in the competition will have the chance to perform their entire movements at the Showcase Concert.
In addition to the Showcase Concert, the Grand Prize for each division includes:
· 4 PRESTO Impulse carbon fiber bows (one for each member!)
· Featured Photo on sharmusic.com 
· Personalized plaque for school
Top three finalists in each division will receive gift certificates to Shar Music.


Last Year’s Winners:

Division 1:

Grand Prize Winner—Calliope Quartet (Pioneer High School)
2nd Prize—Fortuna Quartet (Okemos High School)
3rd Prize—Phoenix Quartet (Phoenix Phest)
 
Division 2:

Grand Prize Winner—A Quartet (Dexter High School)
2nd Prize—Gold Quartet (Saline High School)
3rd Prize—Chelsea High School Quartet


Application Instructions:
· Complete the application form below 

· Submit a 3-minute video recording of any classical piece played by the competing quartet. Please use youtube.com to upload your recordings and email the link (password protected if desired) to quartetcompetition@sharmusic.com. The recording may be iPhone quality.

· Mail a non-refundable application fee of $40 per group, which can be paid by checks or money order to:

SHAR Quartet Competition
SHAR Products Company
2465 S. Industrial Hwy.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

Check or money order can be made out to Shar Products Company. Please write “Quartet Competition” on the memo line.

· The application form, fee, and recording are due February 15, 2013.

For more information on the competition or to set up a coaching session, email quartetcompetition@sharmusic.com.



