BIOGRAPHY for ABIGAIL ALWIN

Abigail Alwin, Director of the Clague Middle School Orchestras, received her BMA and MMEd from the University of Michigan, having studied Cello with Erling Bengtsson and Tony Elliott. An Ann Arbor native, Ms. Alwin was privileged to be a student of an exemplary line of music educators. She is now part of a team of educators who’s schools have been frequently recognized by the Grammy Foundation as well as the NAMM Foundation’s “Best Communities for Music Education.”

Under the direction of Abby Alwin, the young orchestras at Clague Middle School have consistently earned division one ratings at the Solo & Enemble Festivals, as well as District and State Orchestra Festival, and have received the highest praise for their precision, energy and musicianship. The Clague Orchestras were honored to perform at the 2013 Michigan Music Conference in Grand Rapids, MI. Each year, students from the Clague Orchestras are well represented as members of the All –State Honors Middle School Orchestra. Her students explore their creativity through frequent improvisation and composition projects, with students writing music to accompany stories, poetry and visual art.  

Ms. Alwin received the 2013 Yale Distinguished Music Educator Award, being recognized for her innovative curriculum and exemplary pedagogy as amongst the best in the United States. During the summer of 2012, Ms. Alwin traveled to Kenya, to teach for the Meru Music Project and to learn about the rich culture of the Kenyan people.  In addition to her public school teaching, Ms. Alwin worked both as Program Director, and as Conductor of the Youth Orchestras at the Ann Arbor School for the Performing Arts from 2001-2008.  Ms. Alwin is deeply committed to helping all students have equal access to music education. She co-directs the AAPS Comprehensive Outreach Music Program in collaboration with the Community Music School of Ann Arbor, which connects music tutors with disadvantaged students whom would otherwise not have private instruction. Her classroom is frequently used to collaborate for teacher training at the University of Michigan, Michigan State and Eastern Michigan University. In 2012, Ms. Alwin was invited as a panelist for the American Orchestras Summit, bringing together academics, arts administrators, and music union officials to discuss the professional future of the professional orchestra.  
As a cellist, recent performances have included performing works by Detroit composers, and focusing on improvisatory and contemporary idioms as well as the folk traditions of the Balkans. 
