Model email to send to District Leaders
 Michigan Music Education Task Force Campaign
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Dear xx,

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives in innumerable ways, and as educators, we are on the front lines. 

Most of us have experienced tremendous challenges as we tried to keep music education alive amidst a virus that caused widespread illness and millions of deaths and spread through the air.  As we begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel, we are faced with a new dilemma:  how to repair music education programs for the future.

Last spring, The Michigan Music Education Task Force was formed to help music educators around the state create guidelines, collaborate on lesson plans and share resources when schools opened in the fall.  They worked throughout the year to help institute remote festivals such as solo & ensemble.  In February, the task force went to work again; this time to create a package of materials to share to help buoy music education among administrators.

Please use these materials in whatever way you wish -- with students, parents, Principals, Superintendents and Board of Education members, even members of the general public so we can start a dialog about repairing the damage the pandemic has to music education in our state.

This package contains:
· Three video components: a PSA from music leaders all over the state, and personal messages from Senators Debbie Stabenow and Gary Peters.
· A press release – for you to use verbatim or as a guide
· Key Messages – should the press release cause local reporters in your community to delve further into this issue and contact you for comments. (You can use the statements to help you field questions from journalists.)
· “Model language” for you to use to disseminate this information locally.

This has been a very difficult period for people everywhere.  Those of us who have devoted our lives to music education know COVID-19 has far-reaching implications to programs involving our students.  I hope this package of materials helps you advocate for your programs.  

If you have any questions, please reach out to me – or to your local MSBOA, MSVMA, MMEA or MASTA office.  You can also contact Greg Normandin, the chair of the Music Education Task Force. (gnormandin@catholiccentral.net).


Sincerely,

[INSERT DISTRICT PRESIDENT SIGNATURE]



