
MASTA President’s Report 
Fall 2016 

 
It is with excitement and apprehension that I take on this role as MASTA President!  I certainly 
have big shoes to fill from Past Presidents: Tim Staudacher, Diane Winder, Larry Dittmar and 
the many others who brought our organization so far.  It is fulfilling to see the records of all of 
the various leaders and project directors who have given selflessly to the cause. 
 
With the help of member input over the last several months, I have developed a list of goals for 
this year: 

 Run efficient meetings using basic Roberts Rules of Order 

 Grow the membership by increasing member benefits 

 Continue healthy collaboration (MSBOA, SAA, etc.) 

 Develop a policy handbook 

 Maintain updated by-laws and job descriptions 

 Adopt an annual budget 

 Enhance programs to meet the needs of members and their students 
 

AND...my number one goal is to do my very best to serve the members of MASTA!  
 
News from national ASTA:  1)There will no longer be a national solo competition.  2)ASTACAP 
evaluations will be done on line so ANY ASTA member can apply to be an adjudicator.  3)2017 
ASTA conference will be in Pittsburgh, March 1-4.  Looks like another GREAT event. 
 
Our Michigan Youth Arts Festival liaison (Richard Piippo) stepped down last summer but we 
were able to find an enthusiastic replacement in David Reed.  Welcome, Dave!  Thank you, 
Richard, for setting up a great weekend for our Honors Quartet.  The students had a VERY 
positive experience at MYAF and a wonderful coaching session with Lidor Ondras.   
 
Another beautiful part of MYAF was the honoring of our MASTA Teacher of the Year, Wendy 
Azrak.  She was presented a Touchstone Award at the Gala Concert and honored at a dinner 
(music provided by MASTA Honors Quartet!) with other organization awardees.  She 
represented MASTA well with her eloquent remarks.   
 
I was very disappointed to have to cancel our annual August retreat but I WAS able to meet 
with Past President, Tim Staudacher; President-Elect, Dan Scott and PMEPD member/former 
MASTA President, Mark Kotchenruther.  We spent a day reviewing the MASTA By-Laws and 
policies.  We still have work to do but are well on the way to having appropriate documents. 
 
We also discussed sending a ‘snail-mail’ newsletter to ask members for updated e-mail 
addresses and other info.  We are having trouble reaching some members and we could do 
better with ONE annual mailing.  Dan Scott will be taking the lead on this project. 
 



Mark Kotchenruther agreed to assist with the development of a workshop for MASTA Studio 
Teachers.  The goal is to hold an event in the summer of 2017.   
 
Finally, I want to draw attention to the phenomenal job done by ALL members of the MASTA 
board.  I don’t think MASTA members realize how much time and WORK is donated by these 
dedicated string teachers.  Extra thanks to retiring members: Jed Fritzemeier, Nathan Peters, 
Richard Piippo, Gabe Villasurda, and Diane Winder and a special welcome to new members:  
Ellen Boyer, Michael Hopkins, Tim Krohn, Nick Mosley, Dave Reed, Dan Scott and Jim 
VanEizinga. BRAVISSIMO to you ALL. 
 
 
 

ASTA Mission Statement:  "Enriching lives through universal access to 

fine string playing and teaching." 



MASTA PresidentElect 
Fall Report 

September 2016 
 

● As one of our MMC representatives I serve as Vice Chair on the MMC Executive Board. 
As Vice Chair I have attended numerous meetings regarding the running and planning of 
the MMC.  MASTA’s voice is present and contributing well to this excellent event. 
MASTA can expect approximately $4500 in income from this year’s conference.  This 
should be considered in planning for our conference related expenses.   

● I have also been the primary communicator with our MASTA Headliner Jeremy 
Woolstenhulme.  Jeremy has four excellent sessions planned for the conference which 
are: Back to Basics: Steps to Establishing Solid Rhythm, Intonation and Tone; String 
Players vs. Rhythm: Let the Battle Begin!; Jazz Improv in the String Classroom; and a 
Low String Clinic.  KJOS has also agreed to sponsor part of Jeremy’s travel AND the 
conference.  

● Planning for the Make & Take Session is in progress.  Been finalizing details with 
Jeremy before proceeding on securing these presenters. 

● I have requested Teacher of the Year and Adminstrator of the Year nominations from the 
membership.  The deadline for nominations is October 15th.   

● Mark Kotchenruther, Tim Staudacher, Janis Petersen and I reviewed and updated our 
bylaws.  We have also started progress on a policy manual for MASTA.  I expect these 
projects to proceed quickly and they will give some much needed clarity to our 
organizations practices.  

● I attended the Partnership for Music Education Policy Development’s association 
summit. This was arranged to discuss ways MSBOA, MSVMA, MMEA, and MASTA 
could be more effective in coordinating their efforts towards better legislative policy 
regarding music education.  MMEA has requested MASTA’s support of a statement 
regarding music teacher certification.  



Past President Report
Fall MASTA Meeting 

2016

Attended the State Policy Summit Meeting in Lansing.  I represented MASTA and heard reports from  
the National Council for the Arts regarding sources of National funding and the current state of 
offerings in the arts as Michigan compares to other States. 

Meeting in August  with Past President, Mark Kotchenruther, current President Janis Peterson and 
President Elect Dan Scott to work on the revision of the  MASTA By-laws.  

A call for revision of job descriptions has been made and will be collected at the fall MASTA 
meeting.  The descriptions will be collected and formatted to be posted on our official website. 

Currently I am sorting and cataloging the past several years of MASTA documents to be archived 
for the preservation of MASTA history.   

Contact with the National ASTA membership office about the current college and secondary 
chapters of ASTA that are registered will be made in the late fall.  I will contact current chapters and 
offer guidance  MASTA as a resource. 

Attend all meetings and act as a voting member of the MASTA executive board. 

Assist the current board and administration with all MASTA activities and help with planning for 
future events. 

Respectfully Submitted  
Tim Staudacher 
Past President



MASTA Executive Board Meeting 
Treasurer’s Report 

September 14, 2016 
 

Items for Discussion: 
 
 

 Last year’s programs were successful, bringing in the following surpluses and 
losses: 

o MASTA Camp: TBD 
o Okemos Suzuki: $1,188.50 
o Chamber Fest: loss of $132.05 

 This year we budgeted for a loss of $246, based on the 
increased cost of the Kontras Quartet in honor of the 25th 
anniversary 

o Bass Fest: $124.56 
 

 Our current balance sheet shows assets of $43,430.35 in the main cash 
account and $20,328.14 in our Certificate of Deposit. Our winter balance 
sheet showed assets totaling $42,807.63 in the main cash account and 
$20,263.40 in our Certificate of Deposit. This past year represents a leveling 
of the cash flow in and out of our organization. 

 
 The Certificate of Deposit will mature on September 15, 2017, with a current 

interest rate of .55% 
 

 We need to continue discussing how to utilize our bank account towards the 
fulfillment of our mission statement. 
 

 Please send an email to me whenever you make a program deposit. Our 
bank does provide an electronic copy of the deposit slips for a limited time, 
however this additional step greatly assists in accurate recordkeeping. 

 
 Program Directors: see me if you are in need of any additional deposit slips. 

 
 Treasurer Duties and Policies Review: this document has not been updated 

since February 2012. I am presently working to update the document and 
will come to the meeting with proposed changes. 



September 2016 

MASTA Member at Large Report from Ellen Boyer 

1. E-mails were sent to the teachers listed on Gabe Villasurda's May report. 

2. ASTA's mentoring program is for teachers in their 1st-5th year of teaching. 

Deadline for application is Sept. 30 (not the 9-1 date listed on the form) 

3. Contacted MSBOA and received their list of Michigan School String programs. 

This could be helpful in finding string teachers that are not ASTA members. 

4. So far these are the known school districts that have new hires: Battle Creek, Mt. 

Pleasant, Jenison, Tecumseh, Bloomfield Hills, Traverse City. Information regarding 

new hires is always appreciated; please send information to tcboyer111@hotmail.com 

5. 20 copies of the ASTA Content Area Standards have been made and will be be 

given to new teachers. Other reminders: The George Bornoff Memorial Scholarship 

Fund application deadline is December 5, 2016. Three scholarships are given to 

support teachers going to the ASTA Conference. Forms can be found on the ASTA 

website. Do also pass along to new teachers that ASTA membership fees are waived 

for your first year of teaching. 

 



 
MASTA Chamber Music Festival 
Report to the MASTA Board of Directors 
September 13, 2016 
 
The MASTA Chamber Music Festival will be held Monday February 27, 2017 at University of 
Michigan School of Music, Theatre and Dance, E.V. Moore Building, 1100 Baits Drive, Ann Arbor 
48109 
 
I have asked two of my PhD students, Molly Baugh and Jessica Vaughan-Marra to assist me in 
coordinating the festival. Molly has 15 years of public school orchestra teaching experience in 
Oklahoma and Jessica taught for 10 years in California. Both have experience running festivals.  
 
Coaches—I spoke with Kathryn Votapek, Assistant Professor of Music and coordinator of the U-
M SMTD chamber music program about the possibility of a faculty quartet to coach at the 
MASTA festival. Kathryn and her husband Aaron Berofsky will play violin and Caroline Coade of 
the DSO and UM faculty will be the violist. The cellist is TBA. I don’t think Richard Aaron or Tony 
Elliot are available so Kathryn will be bringing in a cellist. I am thrilled that we will have such an 
exceptional group of coaches who also are excellent working with you. 
 
Budget—Estimate is attached. I carried over the budget info from last year’s festival that 
Nathan Peters provided to me. I do not have a final accounting, only Nathan’s estimates from 
Sept. I am uncertain if Guarneri House, Psarianos Violins, Wilson Violins, Quinlan and Fabish 
made donations. 
 
I will get the info regarding the festival to the MASTA webmaster by the end of September. I 
will be contacting the sponsors and hiring two Enrichment Teachers in September and October. 
 
 



MASTA Chamber Music Festival 2017 Estimate Notes Actual
Income

Festival Only Registrations 280 $35 per student
Festival + Competition Registrations 1720 $40 per student
Non-MASTA member fees 0
Baroque Violin Shop 350
Marshall’s Music 350
D’ Addario Strings 300
Mark Schwarz Violins 200
Other Sponsor (Shar’s ) 300
Other Sponsor ? 300 Who is this? Need to ask Nathan.

Guarneri House, Psarianos Violins, Wilson Violins, Quinlan and Fabish?
Anonymous Donation  (Prize Money) 200

TOTAL INCOME 4000

Expenses

Guest Artists 2000 I am going to speak to U-M faculty about doing this as service. This number will likely be lower than last year.

Coordinator 0 Hopkins Service to MASTA
Enrichment Teacher 1 250
Enrichment Teacher 2 250
Additional Coaches 100
Assistant Coordinators 400 $200 each for Baugh and Vaughan-Marra
Mileage for Guest Artists 300 This will be lower than $300 because only the cellist is coming from out of town
Mileage for Teachers 0
Hotel for Guest Artists 0
Printing 0
Poster Design 0
Prize 200

TOTAL EXPENSES 3500

Surplus (Loss) 500



MASTA Blog Report 

Sept. 24, 2016-- currently, a 50/50 chance I can make it 

By: Jonathan Glawe  

 

After a light summer of MASTA content, things are picking up this fall. The first blog 

contained an interview with Larry Dittmar about the Meru Music Project.  CLICK HERE to 

listen. In addition, I did another hour long interview with Larry about his teaching career, 

which I will save "in the can" for a publication later this year when needed. I am also doing a 

write up of a String Orchestra Festival between Okemos and Pioneer HS this fall, with guest 

conductor, Soo Han.  

I have put article feelers out there with several other colleagues for articles, but the follow 

through is low and somewhat slow at this point. I am not closing the door on these articles, 

but I am not actively pursuing them anymore. Therefore, I am turning my attention to new 

ideas.  

I want to remind the board that for any project or competition you run, there should be a 

follow up article for the blog. Reading sessions, bass days, chamber music competitions, etc. 

This is the easiest and most efficient way to get traffic to our website. In addition, it takes 

the burden off of me trying to provide truly unique and detailed content each month, when 

our audience (frankly) is simply not stepping up to provide content at a regular pace.  I 

encourage you to keep your ears open for unique blog content possibilities! 

Finally, I want to remind the MASTA Board about the protocol for submitting entry.  

SEE HERE AND SHARE.  

Looking forward to a fun-filled year of music making.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s93VUAkSxnA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15MmdMFDRAWiLpMiqtgJuRMFmWxbHkNoACBlvdcrGxSc/edit?usp=sharing


Webmaster Report 
MASTA Fall Meeting  |  September 24, 2016 

www.astamichigan.org 
 
 

Website Traffic  We are averaging 779 views per month over the last year.  The majority of our 
traffic comes via Google’s search engine. 
 
Subscribe!  I added the ability to subscribe to receive email notifications when new blog 
entries are posted on the website.  Go all the way to the bottom of any page and you’ll find it 
under the search box.  I would like to send an email to the membership notifying them of this 
new capability and encouraging them to subscribe.  That way we are not relying on them to visit 
the website to be aware of new postings. 
 
Updates  I am working to update the board members and calendar to be current information for 
this year, and should have it complete by the time of our meeting.  Please let me know of 
anything else you notice that needs to be updated. 
 
Email List  I will be working to get an updated membership list from the ASTA national office in 
the coming weeks, and crossreferencing that with our current email list to make sure it is up to 
date. 

● If anyone needs to get something out to the general membership, please email: 
members@astamichigan.org.  As long as it is within the set guidelines, I will make sure it 
gets sent.  Keep in mind it might take a day or two before it is pushed through.  If it is 
urgent, please contact me separately as well. 

● I have also updated the board mailing list, if you would like to send something to the 
board only please use: board@astamichigan.org. 

 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any suggestions for the website. 
 
 
Nick Mosley 
mosleyn@monashores.net 
(231) 3433098 

mailto:members@astamichigan.org
mailto:mosleyn@monashores.net


MASTA OUTREACH CHAIR

Job Description (as of November 2014)


The Outreach Chair is responsible for receiving requests for financial assistance from individuals or 
organizations needing help in funding significant musical education activities involving string playing 
and teaching. The three different categories of grants which are awarded are the MASTA Camp 
Scholarships, Professional Development Grants (includiong National High School Honors Orchestra), 
and Program Grants. The chair accepts applications for each of these grants, and channels these 
requests to the board. The chair acts as a resource person for those needing assistance in the areas 
of string teaching, promotion, etc. MSBOA string liaison and outreach chair should work in tandem.


As the liaison between the board and the applicant, the Outreach Chair


1. Maintains up-to-date application materials for the webmaster, and camp director

2. Communicates receipt of the application with the applicant

3. Presents the grant application to the board with recommendation. (Camp Scholarships are 

presented en-masse. Scholarships are issued through the camp directly)

4. Communicates by letter and e-mail acceptance or decline of the grant

5. Requests a final report in order to verify completion of the activity for which the grant was 

issued. Final reports must include a program from the event, the number of students served, 
the actual costs of the event, including copies of receipts, and whether the goals of the 
project were fulfilled. 


6. Upon receipt of documentation, authorizes payment from the MASTA treasurer, and follows 
up to ensure payment has been made


The Outreach Chair attends board meetings in September, January & May of each year, and to report 
to the board all outreach requests with recommendation and amounts paid out to-date.    


MASTA Camp Scholarships:  Annual Budget $3000

 
All requests, approval, and authorization for payment for scholarships for the MASTA camps are 
responsibility of the outreach chair. The chair prepares application materials, and ensures they are 
posted on the MASTA & MASTA Camp websites by February 1. Scholarship awards are determined 
by teacher recommendation & MASTA membership, essay, and financial need based on submission 
of their 1040 from the previous year, with their SSN blacked out. The Outreach chair makes final 
approval of scholarship awards, and is responsible for notifying recipient and the MASTA camp 
director by April 15.  Scholarship applications are not to be accepted past the deadline of April 1. 

A student receiving a scholarship is not automatically registered in a camp session. A camp 
application must be completed and sent in with a $100 deposit in order to be enrolled.  The camp 
application and deposit may be submitted prior to or after notification of a scholarship. Scholarships 
can not be used for the application deposit.
 
Allocation of need based scholarships may be determined using this formula:
The Gross Annual Income divided by the number of people supported in the home gives the base-line 
number from which to place within the scale. 
Category 1: less than $5,000 50% Scholarship
Category 2: between  $5,000-7,000 40% Scholarship
Category 3: between $7,000 - $10,000 30% Scholarship
Category 4: between $10,000 - $12,000 20% Scholarship
Category 5: no scholarship

Program Grants: Annual Budget $3500 
Program Grants are awarded to assist string programs in providing instruction or other enhancement 



activities. Various types of projects have received Programs Grants including guest clinicians, artists 
in residency, and program consultants or evaluators. Grants are not typically awarded for the 
purchase of physical supplies or regular program funding such as bussing. Program Grants should 
consider projects that benefit a maximum number of students. 


The project for which the grant is requested must by completed in the fiscal year in which the 
application is submitted, or the grant may be rescinded. MASTA’s fiscal year is July 1- June 30. 
Multi-year projects may be requested.  


The maximum Program Grant award is $500. All grants must be matched by another source, i.e. 
school board, community education, ticket sales, business support, etc. Grant requests for recurring 
projects that have previously been awarded a program grant will be considered, but priority will be 
given to new initiatives. Program Grant applications are due on the 1st of September, January, and 
April. Applications are reviewed at the MASTA Board meeting following each deadline.  
Applicants will be notified of the status of their application within two weeks of this  
meeting. Program Grants are paid upon the completion of the project after a final report has been  
filed with the Outreach Chair.  

Professional Development Grants: Annual Budget $2500

Professional Development Grants are awarded to individuals who choose to pursue  
education or training that will enhance their string playing and/or teaching. The professional 
development for which the grant is requested must by completed in the  
fiscal year in which the application is submitted, or the grant may be rescinded. MASTA’s  
fiscal year is July 1- June 30. The maximum Professional Development Grant award is $250. 

Professional Development Grant applications are due on the 1st of September, January,  
and April. Applications are reviewed at the MASTA Board meeting following each deadline. 
Applicants will be notified of the status of their application within two weeks of this meeting. 
Professional Development Grants are paid upon the completion of the training after a final report has 
been filed with the Outreach Chair. 

Students/Directors wishing to apply for the National High School Honors Orchestra Grant fill out a 
Professional Development Grant, and provide the same supportive documentation. 


 


 




BassFest 2016 - East 

 

The MASTA BassFest – East was held on Saturday, May 14 in the Alexander Building on the 

Eastern Michigan University Campus. The workshop was a great success with 25 bass students 

attending. Total income from student registrations was $1350. Expenses included three clinicians 

at $300 each, music copying of $25.44, and the Director’s fee of $300 totaling $1225.44. We are 

grateful for the support and participation of Derek Weller who hosted the event and Professor 

Diane Winder for donating to us the use of the Eastern Michigan Music Department facilities at 

no charge.  

 

Our three clinicians were Professor Derek Weller, John Kennedy and Kevin Brown, Principal 

Bassist of the Detroit Symphony. Two student volunteers also helped with the event: Lauren 

Rodewald, a University of Michigan student, and Mitchell Anderson, a Wayne State student.  

 

The students spent the day playing in large ensembles, having smaller classes in bass technique 

and master classes, and clinician performances including a solo performance by Kevin Brown, a 

bass duet performed by myself with Kevin Brown, and a bass quartet arrangement of Over The 

Rainbow with all the clinicians and student helpers performing.  The unique part of the day was a 

visit from Aaron Reiley from the Guarneri House presenting bass triage. He talked about keeping 

your bass in good playing condition, and actually found a student instrument that had the bridge 

on backwards. He changed and adjusted it right there so the students could all witness the 

difference it made.  

 

It was an excellent day! Derek and I hope to repeat the event again this year. We would ask the 

MASTA Board to please consider sponsoring us again for BassFest 2017. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Larry Hutchinson 

Director, BassFest 2016    



MASTA – Michigan Youth Arts 

 

I apologize that I can’t be at the MASTA Board meeting. Please let me know if there are any questions or 

concerns regarding my report and I will follow through with whatever needs to be done.  I am very happy 

to be representing MASTA for the MYAF.  I was in the winning MASTA Quartet that performed at the 

1977 MYAF and played in the honors orchestra in 1975 and 1976 (Gabe Villasurda was my conductor at 

one of those).  I was also nominated as a soloist in 1975 by Elizabeth Green who was my state S&E 

adjudicator. So, this festival has been a very important aspect for the direction of my career choice. 

 

I attended the MYA Board meeting/retreat on August 8 and have volunteered to become a member of the 

board.  I will wait and see if they chose to vote me on.  I also attended the MYAF planning meeting on 

August 9. 

 

This is the 55th year for the MYAF and there was discussion if we should do something special recognize 

this milestone.  A few ideas came up but no major change to the festival itself. There is a push to increase 

the interdisciplinary offerings at the festival and I will try to find out more and how this may be able to 

benefit the students that MASTA sends to the festival. 

 

I need to submit our guidelines for our selection process for our chamber ensemble by October 1.  The 

previous guideline was: “A string quartet will be chosen by committee at the MASTA Chamber Music 

Festival.”  Should this instead read: “A chamber ensemble will be chosen by committee at the MASTA 

Chamber Music Festival”? 

 

At this point, I will have to defer submission of an updated MYAF-MASTA job description until I get 

through one rotation of the festival and as I learn what my involvement will be with the MYA Board. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Reed 

 

P.S. – My personal contact info, now that I am retired, is dar4music@comcast.net and my cell is 248-515-

5452 and my home number is 248-738-0316. 

mailto:dar4music@comcast.net


MASTA Board Report Fall 2016 
SAA (Suzuki) Activity in Michigan 
--Wendy Azrak, Suzuki Liaison 
 
 
SAA Conference 
 
The SAA Conference was held May 26-30 in Minneapolis.  It was a wonderful 
celebration of Suzuki history as well as our future. Yumi Kendall and Nicholas Kendall 
(John Kendall’s grandchildren) gave a presentation on growing up with “Grandfather” as 
well as how they see that Suzuki education influenced their lives and careers. There 
were many other wonderful presentations, such as Amit Patel’s “Hidden Connections 
between Music and Language Processing in the Brain”, and Winifred Crock’s 
presentation on learning under Dr. Suzuki and how these ideas have influenced her life 
and work. One of the highlights for me was hearing the Minnesota Orchestra Concert 
with Erin Keefe, their concertmistress, performing the Brahms Violin Concerto.  
Absolutely breathtaking.  Erin is a grown-up Suzuki kid! 
 
SAA events in Michigan 
 

 PhoenixPhest Ensemble weekend over Memorial Day. Within the weekend is a 
one day Suzuki workshop. 

 Blue Lake Suzuki Family Camp was held in June 15-26.  It was fun, as always. 
There was Suzuki Teacher training in Piano, Cello Book 2, Violin Books 1, 2, 3.  

 PhoenixPhest Grand was held in late July.  It is half chamber music, half Suzuki 
institute with a number of training classes happening.  Also there was a special 
workshop with Simon Fischer who has written a number of books about Violin 
Technique. 

 
Kendall Scholarship 
 
There were no requests for the Kendall scholarships this year. I will continue to 
advertise it and might ask MSBOA to announce it also. 
 
Michigan Suzuki Teachers Gatherings 
 
We had Michigan Suzuki Teachers Gatherings in October in Ann Arbor, December in 
East Lansing, February in Royal Oak, and May in Ann Arbor.  We meet every other 
month and rotate the meetings around the area. We have a conversation topic each 
time we gather, and plenty of time to chat! 
 
Suzuki Pedagogy at University of Michigan 
 
I am very excited to announce that University of Michigan is having a course on Suzuki 
Pedagogy that follows the SAA guidelines so the students will be able to register their 
training through SAA.  Mark Mutter is teaching violin and Andrea Yun is teaching cello. 



There are 15 students in the violin class, 12 students in the cello class. The class mostly 
consists of upperclassmen and graduate students. They will be covering Books 1-2 in 
the first semester and Books 3-4 in the second semester.  
 
The class is held in the Stearns building at the SMTD (School of Music, Theatre and 
Dance), and has a great deal of support from all the faculty but especially Dr. Michael 
Hopkins, chair of the Music Education department at the school. Dean Dworkin was in 
favor of the class and approved it in this first year of his dean-ship.  


